[Diagnostic importance of fibronectin in chronic liver diseases].
Plasma fibronectin was determined in 29 patients with decompensated cirrhosis (7 patients had bacterial infection) and 23 patients with malignant liver disease. The obtained values were compared with the fibronectin values in 20 healthy subjects belonging to the control group in order to determine the possible diagnostic value of this dimer glycoprotein of high molecular weight whose role in the organism has not been completely explained. Fibronectin was determined on nephelometer with the use of specific antiserum by Behringwerke. The results expressed as mean values and SD were compared with monofactorial variance analysis (method One-way ANOVA). Fibronectin values in patients with liver cirrhosis were statistically significantly lower than in the control group (p < 0.01), which is also the case with correlation with malignant liver disease (p < 0.01). The fibronectin values in patients with malignant diseases were almost the same as the control group values (p < 0.01). In 7 patients with liver cirrhosis and bacterial infection the fibronectin values were statistically significantly higher in relation to those in the remaining 22 patients with cirrhosis but without bacterial infection (p < 0.001). The investigation in this study indicated that the decrease of mean fibronectin values is related to hepatic failure which is of diagnostic value, while normal values in malignant diseases do not favor the opinion on fibronectin as a tumor marker. Higher fibronectin values in infection in patients with liver cirrhosis are not clear, which indicated the total complexity of the relation between fibronectin as a dimer glycoprotein and chronic liver diseases including malignant.